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ALONE AT CHRHSTMASTIME |

k By 5. BARING-GOULD

J

Is there—ocan thero be—a man more
langly than one retpraed from o far
country, who has bhean out of his home
wng for 20 years, and comes back
when hid parents are dead, his old
frichds digpersed, and tha  old  nest
s pasiod to othor occupnntsa? And
cun his lonellnexs be mors amphasizod
than when hils return synoronises with
Chrfatmns?

That wias my condition when | re-
vinlted the mother country. With a
banting heart and straloing eyes | had
lopked for the -firat sight of doar old
Amerier after having left it as a lad,
hgrdly & man, soms 20 years AEo,

I was back—nol to home—I1 had no
home now. My lheart began to fall
me, my spirita decline, when 1 reached
the 1tte country town pear which 1
had besn born, and where 1 had Oeot-
ed thiv' golden honra of childbhood. No
ot knew mu In tha ochurchyard 1
lald n wreath on the gravos whore
lny, dear old fathor and mother, 1
looked at our bouse, It had boen ra-
bullt nand was oceupled by strangoers,
1 wont through the village. Tho Htile
whops had freah spmes  over them.
The old reclor who had baptized mae
wits dead. The old school was gone.

“You Are Very Good."

Mhe anclent ¢lurch had beky reno-
wvated,- The village lun was in new
hundd, The old Christinus was no

more, No frodt, ne spow, no leleles;
only sludge and a drizzling raln.

1 vetiurned from my vidlt to the vil-
luge, Iu deep depresalon. 1 would
Bagte to the rooms I'hnd twken n a
houss In the towd, and spend  my
Ohristuman Bve with my pipe and glasa
—alone, with ‘uot even an old dog (o
He at my toot and look up with apoak-

“ing eyes Into my face and sympathize
with me in my solltnde.
‘the evening befora (he fire, - looking
fnto thee red eoals, not huflding gasties
Intqp"ltlm bilt walching the tum-
i dowan of old_eotiages, old farmi,
ol i Isticed, 1Hto dah,

l‘ Kid | done “well 'in the olhor Jund,
Umid Had peturned, not o riel man, bt
with a compotonce.

ll. had bosn my wish, my ambltion,

to wottlo in- the village ahout which

t4; to bty there n lite lund,
to 4 the old paths, remlle In the
mdl. Took umn Lt Aafng
dwell Bosgug the salies people,

i tho glel hnd stapped I_mr._

| toinuln Hop of my Thumlb, dioppltg
‘tokins wherehy your track my  be

I would aas:

As 1 walked back to my lodginga,
through tho slreet and by the market
plnce, folk were bhurrylug Iln all diree-
tlons, some with bhunches of holly In
thele hands, & girl or two with a'sprig
of ‘mistletoe siyly hid In ber muff, a
ik wheellng o Christman thes on a
barrow, butthéry' bova carrying jolnts
for the morrow's dinner, Plum pad-
dinga and minee plos wore displayed
in the confectioners’ whopn. The
chomist, the halrdresser, the seeds
mau, the draper had stuffed tholr win-
dows with toya, toys, toys. He who
had come to oearth as a little child
hatl Oled every heart with thought
of the lttle ones, and desire to maks
Christmas & day of loy to them. |
had no tiny ones of my own, no little
nivces and nephewd, no small nousins
{or whom to provide snything, [ was
alone—=utterly, desolately alone,

An I pursued my woay [ saw a tail,
alimy glrl Swalking Bolore me with a
basket on hoer arm, and 1 notced that
{he bottom hnd come out, and that
the contents fell on the pavement
Of this she: was nnaware, I stooped
and pleked up a lttle woolly Iamb,
then—a something wrapped in paper
—then A silver matoh box brocking
ont of 1ta covering.

Gathoring them togethier, 1 ran aftey

“Exgnse mo,” madd 1, “Are yau Yy

knpwa?"

1 sowed her what T had nullut:md
She colored and thanked ‘me, Thon
[ recoghised hor ss’ the' danughter of
my iandlady.

“You niust nllow me,'"” snid I,
my handkerehie! ronnd  the
and to earry It for you, 1
that wa go the samoe woay"

*You are vory good” she replied.
“We are abont to have s Christmas
trop for the chililron this ovening,
“and I have been maklng soma trifiing
purchases an presents for my brotheérs
pnd sisters, and for papa and mamma,
who tust a0l be forgotton’

“Phere mo the eandles!” 1 ex
clatmed, s u eataract of red; yellow
and gréen tapers shot out of the bas.
kot.

“And therd's an orange!' safd she,
ag one of these fruit bouncdd forth
anid  fell, and rolled away  lhtor the
gutiey.

W were forced to stoop And col
Jsil the peattored wox lights, and
thon to tle my inrge handierchief
about the baaket.

HWhat a fortunots - thing" sald 1,
it U have gol 8 good sixad "kerchiof
In place of one of the miserable 1ittle
rags that do service nowadays., That
In, because 1 cling to old customs,
and when 1 was a boy my mother al
ways gave me somothing ke a dlsh.
cloth 1n my pockel,”

Thion we procesided on our way, and
when we went hito the house, she re-
colved the hhsket from me, and ngain
thanked me  “You must not remove
the ‘kerehlel il all 1s unpseked” [
saftl, Yor thete will ‘ba another dis-
chirgl of tho bonlents; and then the
olildren will see what you have pro-
ylded for thesm."

“gGhull you be dining out to-mor
row ™ nalod the glrl,

Mf—ah, no! L bhave nona to dine
with. 1 know no one here”

“and this evening. Shall you be
golug wnywhera?" 3

“i—ab, no! | hinve nownera whithe
‘er to go't .

Ho we parted, and | dscendsd to my

“to tie
basket,
beliove

remake a howde In the slme - plage,
l"l.'lll_ld _lt bo T

room. [ made op the fire, and sat
down and  recepd  Wle nawspaper,

I'There wis muth in It aboat, the ape

o e - P8 | St S

| Ohivistmos, of wilts and carol

| Cheistmng Hollk

proachinie fanat, I had the Mistintod I
papers. They had IBSded Christimas
supplaments, with pletures of happy
family goatherings, “of  Old  $Fathoer
Alnpors.
perhapa haar the walts and
I should os¥tainly hear the
That would Lo nll

1 had dons withomy papors. 1 sat
befors the fire In & Brown =iudy, and
my spleits sank JoWer mnd over low- |
e 1 orechlled the old Christases 1
had wpont at honie Witk my porents
I rememberat]l how ! Lhad Isoked into
my stockinga on thEMorning to. seo

I might
pingara.

If Old Father Cheistniis had visited
mo o the alght add ' Bad loft thore
woma progmia for the§eood Boy,

Alist No Father (Chrlitmas  wonld
vinlt me now. AL that was of the
past—tha Gtlarly” &l {rrevoeably
sl

I aid not llght my gandles. 1 could
read no more, 1 needi 1 no light for
my thoughts, thay woil oo dark to
bo \lomined thas

An I stoold thad ieosing, T hewrd o
tap at ‘ty door, wod shoated: “Come
01" There sosuad deloy, sod [ called
aignln: “Coma int"™

Then the deor opned and 1 daw
some-1ittle Noads optlde, with golden
ourly and Bushed chaeks, and 2 ohild's
volog sald: “PIasg M, What's-your-
namo, will yod some o oiur tree down:
Atnirg?"

“pr—prt

As T hpsitnied, S child  sald:
“Pleppe—Annls old us Lo ask you,”

And thon T baw the tall girl whom
I had nasslsted (e buck Inlo the
diark bahind Chem. | ’

“Mont corininly JI0will, as you are

80 Kind as to invite me.”
Sa 1 descendsd, lhﬂ_ thore were my
landlord. and Jandiady, radiant with
‘happlonesi,  and fise children
dnnead before me ang sald: “Ho iy
Some; 18 it dot nleﬂr" Behind, pres-
ontly, edtersd Analés wimewhat shy-
1y, wnd jyretending ah i copb | Irom
the leltehen.

I ws ‘witness of nle IInllnu of the
little ones ovoer: thely | presente—the
woolly lamb, a amall cart, a cannon,
& doll—tha fathar over a pale of warm
stockings of Annle's, Kulttlyg, the

mpther over n shuwl alsp of her

mud [ stood sitiling and lng

Work: ¥
SPrnng 1 of the ehlldron

whisn ap

mail plngked’ from (he troo’ the sllver
mateh box.

"Thig,” sald-the child, “is for AMr
Whot'stdsneme.  Sister Annfe said

it wna for him,.™
I wak moved mor
Ba—sntni

though |

thnn | catl spy.

Wad heon

o
AL sueh

i  Uhix there niist hu
nn strangors You muost really sup
with us, and dine alsa with ne Lo
morrow, 1 cun promise you s good
dinnoer. for It Is of Annio's making.”

Allvwas changed, 1 was n styanger
and they took me in; | wis lonely
and thoy made of e o f¥lind,

40 10,
PO

Chrlitmas doy, 10

I roturned o my I|1|-|':!lr-1‘{

made up the five, nnd dontpd wyselt |
before (L 1 hnd spont 8 vory pleashnt
day, and o pleasant evoting before
that. 17did not now feel so discour-
agbd, o hopelexs, That was n nice
family, very friondly and consjdernte.
And 1 began to builid ino the five; 1)

no longer saw only riins, | saw, as

it w A pleasant home rlse out of
the coals, and & pleasing face Inoked
ap At me out of them—very much like
that of Aunle Ah! 1f the old homa|

was gohe, might [ ot bulld one that
would Ho new. 1 noed no longer lve
in thi phst, but look to the Miture, and
next Olirlstonas, please God—1 wonld

not be ulone, that la §f Annio—hut 1
cunnnt suy—will consant o put an
end (o my lopeliness and  help In

buiiding up a futore

Of Interest to Stockholders,
Jaspar—I hear that Sinta Claus hay
given tip lilg yearly rounds,

| ealoninted  to show
good ndyantage.

Jumpuppe—You don't tell me! !

Jnspar—Yes, He

hns neoopted al

rogulnr pueition on the “Snlarles Coms |
mittees” of varions big mr;mmliuns.|
—Town Topled, |

A Holiday Reflection,
“A Christmas trew (8 a good deal ke
a wife
"How's that?"
“It's the trimmings thit cost.’
eagn Hecord-Herald.

'—Chl-
|

THE TRUE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

HOW NATIONS DINE CHRISTMAS

Fmrlh Dishes far Yuletide Dinner In
mlhunt Countriam -
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Pranoh foeds more  dalntlly, cluuhq,n
formiug tha fayorite disly, auppleeuts
ol By lver pudding siel with tsaMos
il wensoniig. The Spaoaiab - Ohelsts
I A Bl ol sweal
i followond by oast,

tionnl woup made trom: biset, eabbago,
Jour eront and  beetavotsand thiu
i Proquently followed by sniking ple
& ol whinh mkes) Ma appenrsnce

| PoTtiiiig,

o at’ the {mrmmu auauu uf I.b»

make mo conannt to play Santa Oluus
in & nult that she hes decorated with
hunghen af cotton,"—Chleaga Record-
Hermlil y

Tunshars Want Reprenentation,
' The Exdooationel institate, of Soots
lund, ot s aunual moeoting In Bdin
burgh, wndopted & proposal to rise
& fund of 10,000 to enabis the Inktl
e to nominete o repressntative of
the teaching profession for  parile

TO GET THE BEST EFFECTS.
Things Worth Remembering When
Having Room Papared.

Whan about to hitve & room papered
tike Into conslderation the size of tho

room, the hejght of the colling and tho
nuin by nnd nr giment of the win:
dows, mn an the ukoe to which the
room 6 put and the probable nnmbor
and kindw of pletures yon intend to
hoog upon the walls

SBmall putterns add to tha apparent
-»l.'.-‘ amd’ are gomd Inonosmoall rooms

Striped effects glve helght and should
he employed where tho celllngs ara
unduly low Plaln . papars  are also
multable fn small rooms and are best
off engravings to

Where the celling s unusunily high
and o plain papdr lLns hedn Used W
dido of o dontrasting or harmonizing
oploy, rian' about the top, just undor
the eelling molding, Improves mnttors.

Yellow paper lghts up o dark room
oF one with o northern exponure hean-
tifully. Red paper s oharming in a
library whore the woodwork 6 dark
and too sgharp a contrant to the dingy
covering of many beloved hooks niust
be avoided, but It has a tendency to-
witd darkenlng the room If the win:

dows nre not very advantngeously wre
riunged

Green paper combined with whith
palnt I8 delightfal In a sunny room

of sonthoern exposure,
Ie usually o fortuniate cholee, Tor It
o wloost alwayd be made to hues
monize with tho other farnishings

Papar enrriod over the coliing glvea
' botter effeor than If the cafling I8
cilelmined and adds to the apparent
loftiness of the apartment,

but groen papor

8IGNS OF AGE IN POULTRY.
Certain Marks Reveal Everything to
Experienced Housewife,

In choosing ponitry the age of the
bird Is tha most Important point for
conulderntion. When selecting a tur
key remember thal a young bird has
smooth, khiny black whorens
thogo of an old one dre rough’ aad
reddish. I the bird Ia freshly killed
the oves mreg foll and bLright and tho

logs,

| feat molst

| 'while they are

The combys and logs of chlokens are
amooth In the young fowl, bat tough in
an old one.

When choosing geese seo that the
bilta nnd feot are vellow and have fow
hnlra on them. ©Old birds b fi e
oldod rod thige on both,  The feet
should be plinhle when freahly Killed,
bt beeomoe dry and stiff If they have

heon killedl so tme. Goesn are
chlled green antll they are two or
three months ol

Ducks nre chosen Ly their feer,

wlileh should® b supple. Wild ducks
have roddish feet, while these of Lhe
tame duck sre yellow. A fresh duck
should have a plump hard breass

Tame pigcons are jarger
wild pigeons and the feel, Hkd thows
of poultry, show the age of the bird.
When the are stupple the bivd' 14
young; when stift it i3 ola

Pigeons should always be eaten
fresh; when they ook
flabby, and discolored about the under
part they have heen kepl tob lonig

Ralny-Day Closet.

Ralny dnys often mann
the household where there
of children, and some one has  HUg:
gested that the mothér of such o
brood wonld do well to provide herself
with a rialnyday ocloset.

Toa ft will find thelr way spocial
playthings reserved for state  oocos
| tons; pletures, serapbooks, paste’ pots,
solgaprs, old  mogaxines and - paint
poxes, Abvihing, in  fact, that oan
provide Indoor amusoment. When
| the ralny doy comes round the cloast
miy be opensd and o distribotion of
It Wessings mado.

Childron delight in  novelty, and
the vory fact that thera In & specini
treat resarved for the days when the
sun doesn'l ahine will go » long way
toward alleviating any disappointment
over the putting off of ontol-dooy
| gamed and pleanuroes,

trauble In
are plenly

Fugettans.

Melt togethér one ' wquare
Iate and two tablespoonfuls  Dut
e wmeasurad level,  Add two Gupe
granulnted sugar and one cup milk
Boll untll 1t foems Hitle balls whish
| dropped In cold "waber, thel able wnill
| denrly hard, TUin on W bubtured
plates Lo cool, i Whel nohrly” ol
wari 1o wguiires. i

ohoeo

Tunnel Undar Chineas Wall,
e Great Wall of Obina will soodn
be underminod 15 oo place by & rall
way (ihoel

than the -
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